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April is Child Abuse Prevention and Awareness Month

Children’s Safe Harbor shares tips for preventing child sexual abuse.

hile it may be an uncomfortable

topic, taking steps to prevent child
sexual abuse is an important part of
protecting children. Victoria J. Constance,
MSPH, Ph.D., Executive Director of
Children’s Safe Harbor, shares these tips:

» Know that sexual abuse is more
common than people think.
Approximately one in 10 children will
be sexually abused by the time they
turn 18. It can happen to both boys and
girls of all ages, races, ethnicities and
family backgrounds.

» Sexual abuse is usually committed by
someone that the child knows and
trusts — often family members or
close family friends.

 Teach your child the correct names for
body parts which parts are “private,”
and that other people should not touch
or see. People who abuse children often
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ask them to keep secrets. Teach your

child that they should never keep secrets

from their parents/caregivers.

Most sexual abuse occurs when a child
is alone with an adult or older child.
Consider minimizing these situations.
Choose group activities or activities in
public places when possible. Drop in
unannounced when other people are
caring for your child.

Teach your child about online predators.

Instruct them not to give out personal
information or exchange photos. Teach
your child that they should never take
photos of their private parts. Monitor
your child’s Internet use and apply
parental controls.

If a child discloses that abuse has
occurred, listen in a calm and
supportive way. Always report

the abuse. If you suspect a child is

in immediate danger, call 9-1-1 or
Children’s Safe Harbor at 936-756-4644.

Children’s Safe Harbor’s mission
is to protect and enhance the life of
every child who has the courage to battle
sexual or severe physical abuse. In 2019,
there were 2,615 courageous children
who came forward to discuss their
experiences with childhood trauma
and abuse.

The original artwork depicted was created by an adolescent
female sexual abuse survivor served by Children’s Safe Harbor.

For more information, please visit
www.ChildrensSafeHarbor.org.

The
Residence
Doctor"

Your Home Repair Specialist
Family Owned & Operated Since 2005

Room Additions ¢ Flooring ¢ Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Siding * Roofing  Gutters ¢ Painting & more!

GHBA PMiw. | &
w - oBn.

byt st e

281-257-2422 .5 siioncedoctorcom

/ GENERATORS
WIRED | WiRED
Residential & Commercial
SrYear s

WARRANTY
Renovation
Repair/Service $208v,.::ﬁl
Y 281-897-0001
BBB  www.wiredes.com )

s fr Eceloce

LICENSED AND INSURED FOR YOUR PROTECTION!

Important Notice: By submitting letters, photos and other materials to The Woodlands Community Magazine (TWCM) you agree that the materials submitted will become the property of TWCM and will not be returned. You also agree that TWCM, its assigns,
and the publisher, have been granted the non-exclusive right to use and /or reproduce the materials in any manner and for any purpose. You also agree that you have made no other considerations for the use of any submissions unless authorized in wrifing by TWCM
and the Publisher. For more information, please call 281-210-3800. Photographs may be submitted, and are encouraged, for publication either within the magazine or on the cover. There is no payment for photographs featured either within the publication or
on the cover. Both amateur and professional slides and photographs, featuring Woodlands people and scenes, are welcome. Disclaimers The Publisher, Champions Printing & Publishing, Inc. (CP&PI), and The Woodlands Township assume no responsibility for the
advertising confent within this publication. Al warranties and representations made in the adverfising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its confent should be addressed directly with the advertiser. The Publisher refains exclusive
rights to the acceptance or denial of all advertising copy. Champions Printing & Publishing, Inc. assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or failure fo place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such advertising. Although every
effort is taken to avoid mistakes and or misprints in this publication, Champions Printing & Publishing, Inc. assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, except as limited fo the cost of advertising s stated above or in the case
of misinformation, a printed refraction/correction. Under no circumstances shall The Publisher, The Woodlands Township be held liable for incidental or consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other liabilities from failure to publish,
or from failure fo publish in a timely manner, except as limited to the liabilities stated above. Articles, cartoons, and photographs in this magazine express the opinions of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of CP&PI or its employees. Champions
Prinfing & Publishing, Inc. or its employees assumes no responsibility for the accuracy of any facts stated in arficles submitted by others. Space does not always permit a full description of provisions of The Woodlands Covenants or Residential Development Standards
being discussed. This magazine does not replace or alter The Woodlands Covenants or Residential Development Standards. Always refer to the Covenants or Standards or call the office for specific information. Copyright: The Woodlands Community Magazine is
published monthly in Houston, Texas, U.S.A. by Champions Printing & Publishing, Inc., 6608 FM 1960 West, Suite G, Houston Texas 77049. Copyright © 2020. The contents of this publication may not be reproduced in whole or in part without the expressed
written consent of the publisher or The Woodlands Township.

32 THE WOODLANDS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE APRIL 2020



http://www.ChildrensSafeHarbor.org



